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Distributed Systems & Blockchain in the News
● 23.02.2022: Nvidia's RTX 30-series 

ethereum mining limiter might've just gone 
up in smoke [link]
● With LHR Unlocker, RTX 30 series can be 

used for crypto mining

● Still a problem: miners use GPU to mine crypto 
currencies: e.g., RX 6500 XT
— “Unfortunately, the price only qualifies as "budget" 

in today's world of radically inflated GPU prices, 
and even then, it will likely sell for far more than its 
official $199 MSRP.” [source]

— “AMD Radeon RX 6500 XT meta-review: even 
desperate gamers should think twice” [source]

● 22.02.2022: Avoiding the Top 10 NGINX 
Configuration Mistakes [link]
● We’ll be using nginx in the lecture (as well as 

caddy, traefik, Haproxy)

● 22.02.2022: Internet is back in Tonga after 
38 days of outage [link]
● Motivation why we need distributed systems: 

HW will eventually fail

● Seacable defect due to volcanic activities [link]

https://www.pcgamer.com/nvidias-rtx-30-series-ethereum-mining-limiter-mightve-just-gone-up-in-smoke/
https://www.tomshardware.com/reviews/amd-radeon-rx-6500-xt-review-xfx
https://www.theverge.com/22892273/amd-radeon-rx-6500-xt-meta-review-gpu-graphics-card
https://www.nginx.com/blog/avoiding-top-10-nginx-configuration-mistakes/
https://blog.cloudflare.com/internet-is-back-in-tonga-after-38-days-of-outage/
https://radar.cloudflare.com/to
https://www.submarinecablemap.com/submarine-cable/tonga-cable
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Distributed Systems & Blockchain in the News
— Gambia: cable problem

— Kazakhstan: government

— Burkina Faso: government

● 22.02.2022: Exclusive: Austrian Programmer 
And Ex Crypto CEO Likely Stole $11 Billion 
Of Ether [link]
● Classic ethers from the DAO hack

● “ETH now trading around $3,000, 3.64 million 
ETH would be worth $11 billion” → good for 
attracting clicks. ETC is ~$24 → $87 million 
(other DeFi hacks)

● “Chainalysis de-mixed the Wasabi transactions 
and tracked their output to four exchanges” 

● 2016 Bitfinex hack: Two Arrested for Alleged 
Conspiracy to Launder $4.5 Billion in Stolen 
Cryptocurrency [link]
— “Three years later, as Bitcoin prices spiked, the 

launderers employed a type of transaction known 
as a “coinjoin,” using Wasabi Wallet”

● Attention: this also happened, but clues are 
stronger

https://blog.cloudflare.com/the-gambia-without-internet/
https://theconversation.com/kazakhstans-internet-shutdown-is-the-latest-episode-in-an-ominous-trend-digital-authoritarianism-174651
https://www.accessnow.org/burkina-faso-internet-shutdown/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/laurashin/2022/02/22/exclusive-austrian-programmer-and-ex-crypto-ceo-likely-stole-11-billion-of-ether/?sh=5d3096117f58
https://cryptosec.info/defi-hacks/
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/two-arrested-alleged-conspiracy-launder-45-billion-stolen-cryptocurrency
https://www.newsweek.com/2014/03/14/face-behind-bitcoin-247957.html
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