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Distributed Systems & Blockchain in the News

• 16.04.2021: QUIC and HTTP/3 Support now 

in Firefox Nightly and Beta

• QUIC, encryption by default, 1RTT, lecture 2

• “HTTP/3 will be available by default by the end 

of May” – (version 27-32)

− QUIC also provides connection migration

− Change IP, no disconnect

− Indicate HTTP/3 via DNS

− svc4.example.net.  7200  IN SVCB 3 

svc4.example.net. (alpn=“h3" port="8004" 

echconfig="..." )

− Echconfig, used for TLS handshake (no 

perfect forward secrecy!)

• 13.04.2021: A New Threat to New York’s 

Clean Energy Goals: Bitcoin Mining

• Gas power plant back online after 7 years to 

mine Bitcoins – 106 MW
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https://hacks.mozilla.org/2021/04/quic-and-http-3-support-now-in-firefox-nightly-and-beta/
https://tools.ietf.org/html/draft-ietf-dnsop-svcb-https-03
https://www.nysfocus.com/2021/04/13/new-york-bitcoin-mining-threat/


Distributed Systems & Blockchain in the News

• 15.04.2021: #12244294 block mainnet issue 

#353

• Geth / openethereum out of sync

• Ethereum has 2 reference clients, one in go 

one in rust, both must always calculate the 

same result

− Ethereum is evolving, EIP2929

− “Hotfix for berlin consensus error.”

• 12.04.2021: Deep dive in CORS: History, 

how it works, and best practices

• Lecture 4

• Cross-Origin Request Blocked: The Same Origin 

Policy disallows reading the remote resource at 

https://example.com/

• Access to fetch at ‘https://example.com’ from 

origin ‘http://localhost:3000’ has been blocked by 

CORS policy.

• 26.04.2021: Dogecoin spikes 400% in a week, 

stoking fears of a cryptocurrency bubble

• Dogecoin is a cryptocurrency based on the “Doge” 

meme

• Grumpy cat NFT meme sold for 44.2 ETH (107k 

USD)

• Market cap ~38b USD, top-10

• Elon Musk?
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https://github.com/openethereum/openethereum/issues/353
https://eips.ethereum.org/EIPS/eip-2929
https://ieftimov.com/post/deep-dive-cors-history-how-it-works-best-practices/
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/04/16/dogecoin-doge-price-meme-cryptocurrencys-rise-sparks-bubble-fears.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kVDcOI0-gdQ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doge_(meme)
https://foundation.app/grumpycat/grumpy-cat-5467
https://coinmarketcap.com/
https://twitter.com/elonmusk/status/1382552587099062272?s=20

